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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee! 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Neil Sudol on July 3, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
1. A medical cauterization snare instrument comprising: 

a tubular member; 

an elongate member disposed at least partially inside said tubular member; 

a resilient loop having a substantially planar fully expanded configuration of a first 
size attached to one end of said elongate member, said loop including a first bend on a 
side of said loop opposite said elongate member, said loop further including two loop 
sections each extending from said elongate member to said bend, at least one of said 
loop sections being formed with at least one notch or dent for enabling a use of said 
loop in at least one second size smaller than said first size upon a positioning of said 
loop by moving said elongate member and said tubular member relative to one another 
so that said notch or dent is disposed at a mouth opening of said tubular member, said 
two loop sections being disposed entirely outside of said tubular member in said fully 
expanded configuration of said loop, said one of said loop sections including, in the fully 
expanded configuration of said loop, a second bend or kink disposed between said first 
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bend and said notch or dent, said second bend or kink defining a concavity facing 
towards the other of said loop sections, said loop being made of an electrically 
conductive material for cauterizing organic tissues of a patient, said notch or dent being 
so small relative to said loop that said loop in the fully expanded configuration takes the 
form of a single oval having a width that is substantially unaffected by said notch or dent 
so that said loop in the fully expanded configuration can be used to sever a polyp 
substantially larger than any polyp severable by said second size of said loop; and 

a connector electrically linked to said loop for operatively coupling said loop to a 
voltage source : and 

wherein each of said notches or dents includes a pair of linear segments 
connected to one another by an arcuate bight, said segments being disposed at an 
angle of approximately 80° to approximately 120° relative to one another . 

Cancel Claim 5. 

6. The instrument defined in claim 4§ wherein said first bend is part of a nose projection 
of said loop, each of said loop sections including a respective second bend or kink 
disposed between said nose projection and the respective one of said notches or dents. 



Cancel Claim 8, 9. 
Cancel Claim 19. 
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39. A medical cauterization snare instrument comprising: 
a tubular member; 

an elongate member disposed at least partially inside said tubular member; 

a resilient loop of a first size attached to one end of said elongate member, said 
loop including a first bend on a side of said loop opposite said elongate member, said 
loop further including two loop sections each extending from said elongate member to 
said bend, at least one of said loop sections being formed with at least one notch or 
dent for enabling a use of said loop in at least one second size smaller than said first 
size upon a positioning of said loop by moving said elongate member and said tubular 
member relative to one another so that said notch or dent is disposed at a mouth 
opening of said tubular member, 

the notch or dent in said one of said loop sections extending toward the other 
loop section, said loop having a fully opened relaxed configuration wherein both said 
loop sections are disposed outside of said tubular member, said one of said loop 
sections including, in said fully expanded configuration of said loop, a second bend or 
kink disposed between said first bend and said notch or dent, said second bend or kink 
defining a concavity facing towards the other of said loop sections, said notch or dent 
being so small relative to said loop that said loop in the fully opened relaxed 
configuration takes the form of a single oval having a width that is substantially 
unaffected by said notch or dent so that said loop in the fully opened relaxed 
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configuration can be used to sever a polyp substantially larger than any polyp severable 
by said second size of said loop, 

said loop being made of an electrically conductive material for cauterizing organic 
tissues of a patient; an4 

a connector electrically linked to said loop for operatively coupling said loop to a 
voltage source : and 

wherein each of said notches or dents includes a pair of linear segments 
connected to one another by an arcuate bight, said segments being disposed at an 
angle of approximately 80° to approximately 120° relative to one another . 

Cancel Claim 41. 

47. A medical cauterization snare instrument comprising: 
a tubular member; 

an elongate member disposed at least partially inside said tubular member; 

a resilient loop of a first size attached to one end of said elongate member, said 
loop including a first bend on a side of said loop opposite said elongate member, said 
loop further including two loop sections each extending from said elongate member to 
said bend, at least one of said loop sections being formed with at least one indentation 
or dimple for enabling a use of said loop in at least one second size smaller than said 
first size upon a positioning of said loop by moving said elongate member and said 
tubular member relative to one another so that said indentation or dimple is disposed at 
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a mouth opening of said tubular member, said two loop sections being disposed entirely 
outside of said tubular member in said fully expanded configuration of said loop, said 
one of said loop sections including, in the fully expanded configuration of said loop, a 
second bend or kink disposed between said first bend and said indentation or dimple, 
said second bend or kink defining a concavity facing towards the other of said loop 
sections, said indentation or dimple being so small relative to said loop that said loop in 
the fully opened relaxed configuration takes the form of a single oval having a width that 
is substantially unaffected by said indentation or dimple so that said loop in the fully 
opened relaxed configuration can be used to sever a polyp substantially larger than any 
polyp severable by said second size of said loop, 

said loop being made of an electrically conductive material for cauterizing organic 
tissues of a patient; and 

a connector electrically linked to said loop for operatively coupling said loop to a 
voltage source : and 

wherein each of said notches or dents includes a pair of linear segments 
connected to one another by an arcuate bight, said segments being disposed at an 
angle of approximately 80° to approximately 120° relative to one another . 

51. A medical cauterization method comprising: 

(a) providing a cauterization snare instrument including: 
a tubular member; 

an elongate member disposed at least partially inside said tubular member; 
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a resilient loop having a substantially planar fully expanded configuration of a first 
size attached to one end of said elongate member, said loop including a first bend on a 
side of said loop opposite said elongate member, said loop further including two loop 
sections each extending from said elongate member to said bend, at least one of said 
loop sections being formed with at least one notch or dent for enabling a use of said 
loop in at least one second size smaller than said first size upon a positioning of said 
loop by moving said elongate member and said tubular member relative to one another 
so that said notch or dent is disposed at a mouth opening of said tubular member, said 
two loop sections being disposed entirely outside of said tubular member in said fully 
expanded configuration of said loop, said one of said loop sections including, in the fully 
expanded configuration of said loop, a second bend or kink disposed between said first 
bend and said notch or dent, said second bend or kink defining a concavity facing 
towards the other of said loop sections, said loop being made of an electrically 
conductive material for cauterizing organic tissues of a patient, said notch or dent being 
so small relative to said loop that said loop in the fully expanded configuration takes the 
form of a single oval having a width that is substantially unaffected by said notch or dent 
so that said loop in the fully expanded configuration can be used to sever a polyp 
substantially larger than any polyp severable by said second size of said loop; and 

a connector electrically linked to said loop for operatively coupling said loop to a 
voltage source; and 
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wherein each of said notches or dents includes a pair of linear segments 
connected to one another bv an arcuate bight, said segments being disposed at an 
angle of approximately 80° to approximately 120° relative to one another: 

(b) inserting a distal end portion of said tubular member into a patient, said loop 
being disposed inside said tubular member during the inserting of said distal end 
portion; 

(c) thereafter ejecting said loop from said tubular member inside the patient; (d) 
expanding said loop to said fully expanded configuration; 

(e) placing the fully expanded loop over a first polyp; 

(f) thereafter withdrawing said loop in a proximal direction and thereby closing 
said loop about said polyp; 

(g) during the closing of said loop, conducting current through said loop to sever 
the polyp about a base region thereof, and alternatively to steps (d)-(g): 

(h) expanding said loop to said second size; 

(i) placing the loop expanded to said second size over a second polyp, said first 
polyp being larger than said second polyp; 

(j) thereafter withdrawing said loop in a proximal direction and thereby closing 
said loop about said second polyp; and 

(k) during the closing of said loop about said second polyp, conducting current 
through said loop to sever the second polyp about a base region thereof. 

Reasons For Allowance 
2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The subject matter of the independent claims could either not be found or was 
not suggested in the prior art of record. The subject matter not found for claims 1, 39, 
47, and 51 is a medical cauterization snare that has loop with dents or notches that 
control the size of the loop to enable the snare to receive a larger or a small polyp and 
the dents are sized and angled in a way as to not tear a large polyp and still be able to 
capture a small polyp. 

The examiner has read through the remarks and Affidavit filed 4/19/07 and was 
convinced with the reasoning and arguments supplied by Mr. Sudol and Dr. 
Triadafilopoulos. In the Affidavit (the bottom of page 3), Dr. Triadafilopoulos provided 
criticality to the angle of the notches or dents (~ 90 degrees) of the instant application 
and how that specific structure helps to secure both a large and a small polyp. 

The independent claims also include other patentable subject matter in 
combination with the other elements or steps of the claim not mention in the above 
paragraph. 

The amendments were made as discussed in the interview dated 7/3/07 and as 
discussed in the interview summary. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew F. DeSanto whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick LUCCHESI can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 




Matthew DeSanto 
Art Unit 3763 
July 3, 2007 



